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Families are under stress – 

now is not the time to cut essential mental health services

As the national economy weakened, many Illinois families have suffered job losses, home foreclosures, and loss of medical benefits.  Research shows parental job loss and family stress can have adverse impacts on the academic performance and emotional well-being of children.  In Fiscal Year 2011, essential children’s services including mental health that would aid these families were cut, including funding for Illinois Children’s Mental Health Partnership (ICMHP) strategic plan priorities.  
Since FY 2009, the ICMHP funding from IDHS has been cut 36% to $1.9 million and 47% in ISBE’s budget to $1.6 million.  The Governor envisions elimination of IDHS funding for the partnership’s efforts in FY12, while flat-funding its ISBE line.
Because of the work of ICMHP and its partners, Illinois is creating a more comprehensive system that is increasing cooperation and coordination among multiple state agencies, reducing duplication of services, and improving efficiencies that has allowed the state to avoid approximately $19 million per year in costs for unnecessary psychiatric inpatient hospitalization – a savings of $133 million over the last seven years.   
Investments in ICMHP priorities are producing results across Illinois:

· Students are learning how to manage their emotions and difficult situations without violence, leading to improved academic outcomes and healthier school environments through implementation of Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) Standards in schools.
· Students with mental health concerns are better able to access early intervention supports and services because of new partnerships between community mental health providers and local schools. 

· Young children who are at-risk of or experiencing mental health issues are better able to access mental health services earlier and before their problems become severe.
· Families of children with mental health needs are engaged in helping to develop programs and services that better meet their child’s needs and in finding those services. 
· Rural communities and other areas of the state that lack child and adolescent psychiatrists now have access to mental health services from these providers through a new and innovative Telepsychiatry Project..
· Families, students and the general public are more aware of mental health issues and the importance of seeking help early because of a multi-faceted public awareness campaign that has reached tens of thousands of people statewide.  
Support children and their families – maintain adequate mental health funding

These trying times demand we support families and children by maintaining adequate funding for important mental health programs.  Further cuts or elimination of programs will erode the gains made with the investments in the ICMHP priorities and weaken an already fragile mental health system.
For more information, please contact: Dawn Melchiorre at 312-516-5557 or dmelchiorre@voices4kids.org or Sean Noble at 312-516-5566 or snoble@voices4kids.org.

